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The kharaj becomes due only once a year, even if the
land should grow during the year many crops, because the
calif Omar collected from the lands of the dhimmis only
once a year, and because lands in general grow only one
single crop during a year, and the law is rather concerned
with general cases than with exceptions.1 Of course this
applies to the fixed kharaj only, as the proportional khar&j,
like tithe, is collected every time a crop has been grown.2

A land subject to kharaj does not also pay tithe under
any circumstances according to the Hanifite school, but the
other two schools allow the combination (ijtinia} of the
two taxes.

The kharaj lapses if the entire crop has been destroyed
(istilam) as a result of unavoidable natural forces (afat),
such as the subsiding of the land, fire, extreme cold, etc.
If, however, the crop was destroyed in consequence of
avoidable agencies, such as wild birds, or if the crop is de-
stroyed after harvest, the tax is not remitted. Some say
that the tax is remitted only if the year is too far spent
to allow the farmer to cultivate again. According to
the Path this time has been fixed at three months. All the
above applies in case the entire crop has been destroyed,
for if only part of it has been destroyed the whole of the
tax is collected, if the remaining part is still sufficient for
the settlement of the tax twice over; however, only half
of the remaining part is collected, no matter how little,
if such part is less than the kharaj. According to the
'Al&mktriyyahy9 the leading Hanifite doctors hold the view
that the proper thing to do> in this last case is to deduct
from the remaining produce, before everything else, the
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5 Majma', p. 515; Jdmi', p. 330; Mawardi, p. 260.
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